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       February 11, 2019 

 

Hon. Richard Carranza  

Chancellor 

New York City Public Schools 

Department of Education 

52 Chambers Street, Room 314 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re: Omar Rivera   

       SCI Case #2017-5695 

 

Dear Chancellor Carranza, 

An investigation conducted by this office has substantiated that Omar Rivera, a 45-year-

old New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) teacher assigned to Inwood Early College 

for Health and Information (“Inwood”) in Manhattan, engaged in a sexual relationship with a 

year-old female student (“Student A”) who had recently emigrated from the 1  

When their sexual relationship began, Rivera was a teacher at the Manhattan Bridges High School 

(“Bridges”).2    

  Investigation and Findings  

 In August 2017,     

 contacted the office of the Special Commissioner of 

Investigation for the New York City School District (“SCI”) concerning Rivera.   stated that 

Student A reported that, from  when she attended Bridges, she engaged in a 

sexual relationship with Rivera who was then a teacher at the school.  According to Student A, 

Rivera brought her to motels and hotels in Manhattan and the Bronx where they engaged in sexual 

intercourse.   

  

                                                           
1 Rivera was reassigned during the pendency of this investigation.  Rivera has since turned 53-years-old.  Student A 

is currently years-old.  
2 Records revealed that in September 2016, Rivera self-initiated the transfer from Bridges to Inwood.  This transfer 

occurred prior to Student A’s filing a complaint about this matter.   

    





Hon. R. A. Carranza    -3-    February 11, 2019 

  

 

 Through his attorney, Omar Rivera declined the opportunity to speak with investigators 

from this office citing his status as a tenured employee. 

  

I. Conclusion and Recommendation 

SCI substantiated that Omar Rivera engaged in a sexual relationship with Student A that 

began when she was a -year-old student at Bridges.  His egregious misconduct makes it clear 

that he has no place in New York City public schools.  It is the recommendation of this office that 

Rivera’s employment be terminated, that a problem code be associated with Rivera to make him 

ineligible for work with the DOE, with one of its vendors, or in one of its facilities in the future.    

 We are forwarding a copy of this letter to the Office of Legal Services.  We are also 

forwarding our findings to the New York State Education Department for whatever action it deems 

appropriate.  Should you have any inquiries regarding the above, please contact Special Counsel 

Valerie A. Batista, the attorney assigned to the case.  She can be reached at (212) 510-1417.  Please 

notify Ms. Batista within 30 days of the receipt of this letter as to what, if any, action has been 

taken or is contemplated regarding Omar Rivera.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

                                                   Sincerely, 

 

       ________________________ 

       ANASTASIA COLEMAN   

                                                                         Special Commissioner of Investigation   

      for the New York City School District 

 

AC:VB:ss 

c: Howard Friedman, Esq. 

 Karen Antoine, Esq. 

 Katherine Rodi, Esq. 

 

  




